






Greetings and prayers:

of Monsignor Richard Steiger, and his successor Monsignor Martin McDonnell and recall the many 
blessings God has conferred upon the Good Shepherd Parish. We and are grateful for the previous 
staff and ministers who willingly shared their God given talents. We and praise God for the early 
parishioners for their efforts and perseverance. We in the generous offerings of time, talent and 
treasure of those individuals that led to the building of the parish and are still evident today in the parish 
community.

rejoice 
rejoice 

rejoice 

As we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the founding of our parish, we and reflect, rejoice recommit. 

Finally, we ourselves to the future of our Catholic faith and to being followers of Christ. recommit 
We ourselves to spreading God's message of love and doing His work. We ourselves to 
participating in the celebration of the sacraments.  As good stewards of God's blessings granted to us we 

recommit recommit 

recommit ourselves to growing the parish, welcoming others and serving not only the community but all 
those in need.

in November 1979. The name and statue located in the atrium of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, with seven 
sheep, acknowledges the seven original communities which made up the new parish. 

We also  in the former pastoral leadership and good stewardship, guided by the Holy Spirit, rejoice

As Jesus spent 40 days in the desert to prepare for His mission, we acknowledge the last 40 years as 
preparation to continue that mission as a parish community. We ask that God continue to bless our Good 
Shepherd Parish family and grant us all the strength to continue His good works as we celebrate 40 years.

There has been growth and changes over time in an effort to create a faith community that displays the 
many blessings given to us by the Lord. The strong foundation of the parish allows us to contemplate on 
the past on which we continue to build as instruments of God. 

We and give praise to God for the blessing in being able to answer the call to establish our parish. 
There were individuals and organizations that made the founding of the Good Shepherd Parish a reality 
from local houses of worship and municipal organizations opening their doors to our new community for 
the celebration of the Eucharist to enthusiastic community members. In addition we reflect on the Divine 
Providence and the wisdom of Bishop Frank Rodimer for recognizing the need for a parish to minister to 
the spiritual needs of the Andover–Green community and appointing Father Richard Steiger as the 
founding pastor. We on the official name of the new parish to Good Shepherd by Bishop Rodimer 

reflect 

reflect 

Peace,
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of GOOD SHEPHERD  
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We are...

A Christian 
Community 
founded in 

the Roman 
Catholic 

tradition, 
we 

endeavor by 
word 

and deed to 
continue 

the life 
and work 
of Jesus 

On June 1, 1979, Bishop Frank J. Rodimer established the parish 
of Our Lady of Tranquility to serve seven neighboring communities 
and appointed Father Richard Steiger as the founding pastor. 

Background
Catholics have lived in Sussex County since colonial days. In 1975, 
in the area of Lake Tranquility, Most Reverend Lawrence B. Casey, 
Bishop of Paterson, dedicated a mission chapel to Our Lady of 
Tranquility established by Fr. Thomas Murphy, pastor of St. Joseph 
Parish, Newton, and served by its priests, Fr. Michael Moriarity and 
Fr. John Quinlan, to minister to the increasing number of Catholics in 
southern Sussex County. The temporary building collapsed under the 
weight of a heavy snowstorm (without harm to anyone) and then 
Masses were celebrated at the Tranquility Methodist Church. 

Baptism of Stephen Novak



1980-1989
 The parish rented the former office building of 

Stamato Sand & Gravel on Route 206 in Andover 
for offices for Fr. Steiger and Mrs. Kissell and 
a meeting room (also used as a chapel for daily 
Mass). 

 Mrs. Diana Werth was hired as the first parish 
secretary and served patiently and faithfully 
until 2001.

 In 1981 Fr. Edward Reading offered to help with 
weekend Masses and other parish activities. 
He became an essential part of our community 
and continues to be so today. 

Mrs. Elena Kissell was appointed director of 
religious education and lay pastoral associate, 
the first in the diocese. With Fr. Steiger leading 
the flock and Mrs. Kissell nurturing it, the parish 
was blessed with devoted and deeply spiritual 
individuals guiding and building the faith-filled 
community. Fr. Steiger celebrated the parish's first 
Mass on that date, the Feast of Pentecost, at 
Tranquility Methodist Church. Parishioners opened 
their homes for daily Mass, meetings, and even 
baptisms. Confirmations, weddings, funerals, 
and special gatherings were held at St. Paul's 
Abbey. Saturday Masses were held at the Andover 
Presbyterian Church and Sunday Masses at the 
Andover Borough Fire Hall, an arrangement that 
lasted for six and a half years. Judy and Al Gruswitz 
shared their musical talents at Masses as the 
original music ministers. Fr. Steiger conducted 
parish-wide home visitations to unify the seven 
communities making up the parish. 

On November 3  of that year, Bishop Rodimer 
changed the name of the parish to Good Shepherd 
Church and a logo depicting Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, with seven sheep representing the 
seven communities was created.

rd
 A Pledge Campaign Committee was formed to 

raise funds for a church that was much needed 
by the growing Good Shepherd faith 
community. Raffles, craft fairs, garage sales, 
bake sales, and art auctions helped with the 
funding.

 Mrs. Kissell trained and supervised new 
catechists, the first eucharistic ministers were 
installed, and an adult folk group began. 
First Communion was held at both Saturday 
and Sunday Masses. 

 The first parish picnic was enjoyed at Don Bosco 
College (now Sussex County Community 
College).

First Confirmation Class

The  is my shepherd; there is nothing I lack. LORD



1990-1999

In green pastures he makes me lie down; to still waters he leads me; he restores my soul.

 In 1991, Mrs. Elena Kissell, dearly beloved 
pastoral associate/director of religious 
education, passed away and the parish 
celebrated her faith-filled life and 
dedication at a funeral Mass. Elena still is 
remembered in our thoughts and prayers. 

 In 1992, the parish welcomed a new 
director of religious education, 
Mrs. Nancy Reading, who served the 
parish until 1998 when she left to 
continue her studies. Mrs. Sharon 
Matuza joined the staff that year 
and began her ministry as pastoral 
associate/director of religious 
education.

 A parish hall expansion, including meeting rooms, a  kitchen, and bathrooms 
was undertaken and completed in 1991. A Hospitality Ministry was started 
and has never stopped! Then, in 1994, the creation of a Prayer Garden 

enabled parishioners to have an additional 
beautiful space for prayer and recollection. 

 Good Shepherd Church was dedicated and consecrated 
on December 14, 1985. 

 Ten acres of land located on Route 517 in Andover were 
donated to the parish in 1982. Fr. Steiger dedicated the 
church building project to the patronage of St. Joseph, 
himself a builder.

 On September 30, 1984, groundbreaking of the church 
took place and construction commenced in November.

 Mrs. Kissell started the RCIA program and an 
adult bible study, both of which continue at the 
present time. A book club/discussion group 
was also formed and is still active.

 More groundbreaking followed, construction 
began, and a church rectory was opened in 1989.

 The church was enhanced by two stained glass windows 
from St. Boniface Church in Paterson depicting the Good 
Shepherd and Our Lady of the Rosary. Devotion to the 
Blessed Mother with recitation of the rosary developed and continues 
to flourish. A grotto dedicated to Our Lady of Peace was designated an 
official peace site in the Diocese of Paterson. A traditional marble statue 
from Italy of the Good Shepherd enhanced the church entrance. A carved 
wood statue of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and seven sheep, representing 
the seven original communities, graced the atrium of the church. 



2000-2009

He guides me along right paths for the sake of his name.

 From 1993 to 1996 Abbot Justin Dzikowicz 
from St. Paul's Abbey served as one of our 
weekend celebrants. In 1996 Msgr. Kieran 
McHugh from Pope John XXIII High School 
began celebrating weekend Masses at Good 
Shepherd and continued to do so until 2016.

 Mr. Len Cremisio and Miss Dawn Denmead, 
now Mrs. Donnelly, became music ministers.

 In 1997 parishioner Thomas Sullivan was ordained a permanent deacon 
and continues to serve here at Good Shepherd.

 In 1996 the Music Ministry was expanded with the formation of a Children's 
Choir and a Bell Choir.

 Good Shepherd's commitment to social ministry grew and thrived with the 
establishment of the parish food pantry and the Ethiopian Orphan Walk to 
benefit the Medhen Social Center in Addis Ababa, a tradition that continues 
to this day and over the years has raised more than $90,000.

 The parish utility building, which was constructed in 1995, 
added to the storage space of the parish.

 With the terrible events of 
September 11, 2001, a Memorial Mass 
was celebrated, and parishioners 
demonstrated compassion and unity 
by opening their hearts in prayer for 
all the victims and their families and 
by opening their wallets to donate 
$22,000 in a special collection for the 
Emergency Relief Fund of Catholic 
Charities. 

 Bishop Rodimer submitted Fr. Steiger's name to Rome for a papal honor in recognition of all his 
devoted work in starting Good Shepherd Parish and, in 1998, a very humble priest and pastor was 
named a Reverend Monsignor by Pope John Paul II.

 Through pledges to the Diocesan Prepare the Way Campaign of 2000, parishioners supported the 
purchase and development of eighteen acres for a parish cemetery in 2001. Mrs. Mary Bobbe was 
appointed the cemetery director in 2001 and still serves in that role. Two years later, the tranquil, 
peaceful Good Shepherd Cemetery on Airport Road was dedicated on September 23, 2003. 

 In June 1999, parishioners honored the twentieth 
anniversary of Good Shepherd with a dinner dance 
at the Lake Mohawk Country Club in Sparta in grateful 
celebration of the accomplishments of the previous 
twenty years.

 Fr. Steiger, with gratitude to the parishioners for their financial generosity and 
commitment and with thankfulness for God's blessings, happily burned the mortgage 
papers when in 1997 Good Shepherd became a debt-free parish.

 During 2001 upgraded lighting, a new sound system, and a closed circuit TV system were 
installed to accommodate everyone attending services in the 

church, the chapel, or the parish hall. 



2010-2019

Fr. Martin with Parishioners

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

 A parish website was designed by parishioners and Good Shepherd went online!

 In 2003 parishioner Keith Harris was ordained a permanent deacon and he continues to minister at 
Good Shepherd.

 Fr. Steiger celebrated his fortieth jubilee of ordination to the priesthood. How blessed was Good 
Shepherd Parish to have had Fr. Steiger as its founding pastor!

 During this time, parish secretaries included Ms. Mary Murdter (2001–2002) and Ms. Elisa Testa 
(2002–2006). In 2006 Mrs. Alice Giliberti was hired as the new secretary. 

 In 2004, Good Shepherd Parish celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary! The journey was chronicled in 
photos and narrative in a specially prepared booklet.

 Good Shepherd had the privilege of celebrating the thirtieth anniversary of Deacon Ed Galinski's 
ordination to the diaconate. 

 Reverend Msgr. Richard Steiger, 
always known simply as Father, 

respected and beloved shepherd of Good Shepherd Parish, died on September 16, 2013. 
He was a holy man devoted to his vocation of forty-six years and to his parishioners to whom 
he ministered so humbly. He found his final earthly resting place in the sacred ground of Good 
Shepherd Cemetery which he had been so proud of having built.

 Good Shepherd parishioners demonstrated their characteristic spirit of giving by contributing 
generously to the diocesan campaign, Partners in Faith, which began in 2013. Fr. Martin, 
furthering the vision of those who had gone before as well as working to ensure the church's 
presence in the lives of future generations, undertook several capital projects with the 
assistance of a lay committee: expanding the church sanctuary and relocating the tabernacle 
there, upgrading the sound system and the front landscaping, repairing and sealing the tower, 
installing a new rectory roof and siding, and erecting a new columbarium in the cemetery. 
The chapel was repainted, carpeted, and transformed by the addition of a rose window. 
New pew cushions and kneelers updated the church, which was brightened by the newly 
installed full-length windows.

 The first outdoor Mass and blessing 
of the deceased in Good Shepherd 
Cemetery was held in 2012 on the 
cemetery grounds, a practice that 
has continued through the years.

 Fr. Steiger announced his 
retirement in 2011 after having 
cared for his flock at Good 
Shepherd for thirty-two years. 

 On July 16, 2011, Good Shepherd 
welcomed Msgr. Martin 
McDonnell as its new pastor.  
Fr. Martin honored the legacy of 
Fr. Steiger while guiding the parish 
in its continued growth.



Alice Giliberti, Sharon Matuza
and Fr. Ed Reading

 On May 24, 2015, the Feast of Pentecost, a new parish website was launched to communicate 
more effectively with the parish community, and a parish-wide email list was created. Social 
media accounts on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram were set up.

 Sadly, after forty-one years of devoted service to the church, our dear Deacon Ed Galinski died 
on October 22nd. A Mass celebrating his life was held on October 27, 2015. He was buried in 

our parish cemetery.
 After the exterior of 

the church had been 
beautified with new 
landscaping, the interior 
class/meeting rooms 
were enhanced with 
new technology: flat 
screen TVs, sound bars, 
white boards, media 
carts, and laptops.

 In 2015 Mrs. Phyllis Haarmann was hired as a faith formation coordinator and currently 
serves the parish.

 In 2015 Fr. Martin established several new ministerial positions: Director of Evangelization, 
Faith Formation Coordinator Grades 1–7, Faith Formation Coordinator Grades 8–10, and 
Youth Minister.

I will fear no evil, for you are with me;

 A custom designed Carrara marble statue of the Good Shepherd, unique with a crown of thorns, was 
blessed and dedicated by Fr. Martin, pastor emeritus, on August 13, 2016. It welcomes all who pass by 
the church. 

 Having served as pastor of Good Shepherd for five years with his warm, welcoming, and loving spirit, 
Fr. Martin retired on June 26, 2016. He had taught his flock that his love was a reflection of the love 
God has for each of us. 

 Mrs. Sharon Matuza retired from ministry in 2017 
after nineteen faithful years as director of 
religious education and pastoral associate at 
Good Shepherd. 

 In 2016 Mrs. Allison Holdt was hired as a faith formation assistant and continues in that position.

 Additional ministries were established to meet the 
growing needs of the parish: Bereavement, Caring, 
Lydia Ministry (taking care of altar linens), Shawl 
Ministry, Scripture Reflection Group, and Building 
and Maintenance.

 A new baptismal font, crafted by a parishioner, 
was installed and blessed at the Easter Vigil Mass 
in 2017.

 Good Shepherd welcomed Fr. Timothy Dowling, the new pastor, on July 3, 2016 and, for the first time 
in the history of the parish, a parochial vicar, Fr. Michal Jan Szwarc, on October 9, 2016.

 Brighter LED lights were installed in the parking area for the safety of parishioners attending night 
activities. 



 The parishioners and friends of Fr. Tim and 
Fr. Martin were blessed to be part of special 
events honoring each priest. On May 20, 2018, 
Fr. Tim celebrated his twenty-fifth anniversary 
of ordination to the priesthood with a Mass at 
Good Shepherd followed by a reception at 
Pope John XXIII High School. On June 3, 2018, 
Fr. Martin celebrated his fiftieth anniversary 
of ordination to the priesthood at the parish 
with a Mass followed by a reception in the 
parish hall.

 With the retirement of Mrs. Alice Giliberti in 
2018 after twelve years of dedicated and gracious service, 
Mrs. Sally Smethy was hired and currently serves as parish secretary.

 In 2019, to prepare for the upcoming fortieth anniversary of the parish, a renovation of the church 
atrium including new wallpaper, murals, a chandelier, decorative ceiling tiles, a digital message board, 
a pedestal for the original statue of the Good Shepherd, and replacement of the church floors was 
undertaken. Good Shepherd Church continues to be the spiritual home and beautiful place to worship 
      God that we, as Catholic Christian believers, have been creating. 

your rod and your staff comfort me.    Psalm 23

We have been blessed by the leaders who have 
led and nurtured the Good Shepherd flock. 
While the names and faces may have changed 
over the years, the life-giving spirit of Good 
Shepherd is the people who make up the 
community - the living stones - faithful 
parishioners willing to sacrifice and to serve 
one another. May Jesus Christ, the Good 
Shepherd, continue to lead us, and may 
Fr. Steiger's prayer,

Thank you, Lord, for all that has been,
for all that is now,

and for all that is yet to be

remain always in our hearts. May the Holy Spirit 
guide and direct us, and may we continue to 
grow as a vibrant community of faith. Amen.

The best 
         is yet to come...



THEN
Whatever you do in word or deed,

giving thanks to God



& NOW
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
the Father through Him.
                                                   Colossians 3:17



G  Staffood Shepherd

DEACONS

Rev. Mr. Thomas Sullivan  1997 - Present   

Rev. Msgr. Richard Steiger Pastor 1975 - 2011    (deceased)

Weekend Assistants
Rev. Edward Hinds   1980 - 1981   (deceased)

PRIESTS

Rev. Msgr. Martin McDonnell  Pastor 2011 - 2016   (retired)

Rev. Edward Reading   1981 - Present  
Abbot    Justin Dzikowicz  1993 - 1996OSB
Rev. Msgr. Kieran McHugh  1996 - 2016  

Rev. Timothy Dowling   Pastor 2016 - Present  

Rev. Mr. Raymond Biersbach 1984 - 1989  
Rev. Mr. John Larkin   1991 - 1999  
Rev. Mr. Joseph Hilber  1993 - 1999  

Rev. Michal Szwarc  Parochial Vicar 2016 - Present  

Rev. Mr. Edmund Galinski  2003 - 2015    (deceased)

PASTORAL ASSOCIATES 

YOUTH MINISTERS

Elena Kissell    1979 - 1991   (deceased)

Gail Egan    2015 - 2017

Rev. Mr. Kieth Harris   2003 - Present  

Sharon Matuza   1998 - 2017  

Michael & Danielle Nicosia  2018 - Present

Alice Giliberti   2006 - 2018
Sally Smethy    2018 - Present  

Judy Consentino   1986 - Present   

Dawn Donnelly   1993 - Present  
Christopher Nittoli   2010 - 2013 (deceased)

BOOKKEEPER

PARISH SECRETARIES 
Diana Werth   1983 - 2001  

Al & Ruth Clark    1984 - 1993

Mary Bobbe   2003 - Present

Albert & Judy Gruswitz  1979 - 1993  

Len Cremisio   1993 -  2007
Marcin Pekala   2007 - 2010

Kathy Gratacos   2001 - Present
Grace Schmiedhauser  2013 - Present

Mary Murdter   2001 - 2002  

MUSIC MINISTERS 

PARISH CEMETERY 
Mary Bobbe   2003 - Present  
John Provenzale   2003 -   2006 (deceased)

Elisa Testa   2002 -  2006

Faith Formation Assistant
Allison Holdt   20  - Present16

Faith Formation Coordinator Grades 8-10
Gail Egan   2015 - 2017

Faith Formation Coordinator

DIRECTORS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Elena Kissell    1979 - 1991   (deceased)

Sharon Matuza   1998 - 2015  
Nancy Reading   1992 - 1998  

Phyllis Haarmann  20 5 - Present  1



For Inquiries, contact 
Cemetery Office: 973-786-5811

GOOD SHEPHERD
CEMETERY

Good Shepherd Cemetery, located on Airport 
Road, Green Township, was dedicated on 
September 28, 2003. It provides a sacred 
function on behalf of the entire Christian 
community in a rural and well maintained 

setting. The sacred functions of prayer and 
liturgy are celebrated and it reminds us that 

we are part of a community unbroken by 
death. The Good Shepherd Cemetery,
in union with the whole church, helps 

illuminate the path we make in our 
pilgrimage from earth to heaven.























Passaic, NJ

May the Lord bless you and your beloved flock.

and 
Holy Rosary RC Church

Rev. Michal Dykalski, Parochial Vicar
and Parishioners

The Diocesan Shrine of St. John Paul II
from 

Rev. Andrzej Stefan Las, Pastor

to Good Shepherd Parish
on the 40  Anniversaryth

Congratulations 





NJ State Fairgrounds - Augusta, NJ

40th Anniversary
On your

Don Bosco Council 7784

Newton, NJ

From

On line Membership open to Catholic men at

www.kofc.org/joinus

Officers and Members

Congratulations and Best Wishes

Knights of Columbus

Remember to come and visit us at food concession
during the Sussex County Farm and Horseshow



ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH, BUTLER

WISHES YOU BLESSINGS

ON THE 40 ANNIVERSARY 

OF GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH

TH 









Congratulations 
on your 40th Anniversary

Many blessings to the Parish
from

Our Lady Star of the Sea
Lake Hopatcong, New Jersey



PROSPECT PARK, NJ

ON YOUR

40TH ANNIVERSARY

MSGR. EDWARD J. KURTYKA, P.A.

AND

PARISHIONERS OF SAINT PAUL CHURCH

Prospect Park, New Jersey 07508

286 Haledon Ave

SAINT PAUL R.C. CHURCH

CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES 

973-790-8169

to Good Shepherd Parish
Congratulations 

from

Our Lady Of Pompei Church

Congratulations 

ourladyofpompeii@aol.com

to Good Shepherd Parish

154 Caldwell Ave, Paterson, New Jersey 07501

from

Phone: (973) 742-1969 |  Fax: (973) 742 1335

Good Shepherd Cemetery 
Columbarium






























	6dae1f5662b0ca14b8c78cb6231be129b28516a5a120ab48d5b6252126902726.pdf
	6dae1f5662b0ca14b8c78cb6231be129b28516a5a120ab48d5b6252126902726.pdf
	6dae1f5662b0ca14b8c78cb6231be129b28516a5a120ab48d5b6252126902726.pdf

